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March 18, I960 

MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT 
March 17, I960 (following NSC) PRESIDENT 



Others present 



Secretary Herter 
General Goodpaster 



thoufht bIc/i. 8d Stat6S in this whole ma "er. and he 

thought Bonsai -s return would help thi s . 

^e 8 SoSet 8 ul S on CC r Pa i ying ^ President during his visit to 
conversation^ ?' * H f *'* CO ™™*** that the principal 

conversations are now planned for the 11th and 12th of June 
and for the morning of June 16th. He saw no need for his 

Ir^rr^He^ Pr6Si 1 dent t0 L6ningrad - d Kiev o r h n to 
Ls was Ttom« C ? a ", Ult ; d Th ° m P Son ab °* tM.. and thought 
^o well to bnuid^ll 11 ^- The Preside «t thought we would 

"S°,ri 1 "i , , y L e t aC,iVit i"- H « '"fed that th/ptpo., 
expect, to have ,)„» ? Personnel. He added that he 
i. .ched^edtc ^'fc' P8 ,? h "* nd rem " k ' the *"•"«« 
by the end of thiTrnomh * "" "* "*"*"' *» *« P " 8i <"» 
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prradMrf ob * »«~TS «.. ^T «o «o to tlw Wot, icwalaUr, 

au« am... ciwui iSSr ^?i; i ■*"«:• *>•»««•. 
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with lost of por«p«etlv« on too wholo 



■inglo point, 
roago of eoaoldoratioao. 
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Mr Herter next raised the request for Foreign Minister Lafer 

it hasTee T ta t0 SCe ^ P " 8id "*« He realized that 
it has been the practice not to have Foreign Ministers visit 
the President at least on the record, but said that Kubitschek 
has made a public offer of good offices as between the United 
States and Cuba. The State Department thinks it is much 
too early to think about good offices. The Cubans and others 
might .try to help the situation along through the OAS. however. 
This he gave as a reason for the President's seeing Lafer. The 

fou'iH K Tk ^ bC hapPy t0 See Lafer ' and the "^ting 

could be on the record. He thought it would create no precedent 
in light of the fact he had seen him on his recent trip. The 

« rC ?u ?.V h ^ ght tHat thC State De P a 'tment should take the posi- 

Z T X? c t6d StatCS " VCry anxious t0 strengthen its ties 
♦T rr ? ^ c ° Ur P roblems with Cuba probably do not affect 
the United States so adversely as the other countries of this 
hemisphere, since investments in those countries will inevitably 

III r •♦ 1^1 ThiS " n0t a qucstion of a *»«1 b «tween 

the United States and Cuba which needs the mediation of other 
people. Mr. Herter thought that the forthcoming visit of 
President Lleras of Colombia will provide an excellent oppor- 
tunity to make progress on this point, in that he was formerly 

th^t; V? ° A ?' The * ucstion is n ™ ^e of timing in 
the matter before the OAS. J 

Mr. Herter said that Ambassador Briggs is back from Greece '"' 
for consultations. Greece is in trouble economically ~ having 
trouble disposing of it, export products. The Soviets are making 
an offer of economic aid to the Greeks which they find it hard to 

?mil:«a n if / he Pre8ident would be agreeable to seeing 

Ambassador Bnggs for five minutes so as to demonstrate his 
interest in the economic plight of the Greeks. The President 
said he would be agreeable to doing this. I suggested that he 

r D rac^ V e e o^ r l ^ U ° n *? at thC SamC timC 8 ° aS to avoid c "«ing 
th!! J I w , Amba " ado " 8e ^ing to see the President every tfme 
tH? T„ °r- ThC P " 8id «* a * d ^ Secretary agreed t? 

L to the Co ^x? "^ hC th ° Ught that GrCeCC 8hould d *-l°p 
ties to the Common Market or Free Trade area. Mr. Herter 
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pointed out that the volume of trade with Greece is not large 
or important for these other countries. The President said 
v C ZT? tra ditional ties to Greece and he thought they 

should take some responsibility. He said he would mention 
it m a letter to Macmillan that he was, drafting . 



A. J. Goodpaster 
Brigadier General, USA 



